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VIRTUAL
CONFERENCE

When          
1st – 23rd August 2020

Where          
Online national event

Audience         
Designed for physicians

Aim          
To help physicians manage and grow a sustainable practice, as well 
as stay up to  date with the latest in patient management and clinical 
advances 

Cost          
Registration and Participation is Free

Registrations limited        
100 attendees per session

Register at         
https://medd.com.au/medd-live-conference-registration

MEDD Live is a national event aimed at bringing the medical 
community together to learn through clinical presentations and 
workshops and build better connections during these uncertain times.

MEDD Live is a virtual conference designed for convenience, allowing 
attendees to join from anywhere, at any time, dressed in almost 
anything.

The MEDD Live Conference will have a strong focus on the theme 
of Innovate, Adapt and Connect, encouraging attendees to:

• Learn tactical strategies to adapt and grow their practice during      
   these challenging times 

• Become more familiar with advances in patient management      
   options and therapy innovation 

• Brush up on clinical topics 

• Connect with like-minded medical professionals

Attendees have the option of participating in live sessions or accessing 
presentation recordings later by simply logging into the Conference 
Channel on MEDD.com.au. Attendees will also be able to connect 
with speakers and each other on our dedicated medical networking 
platform, launching soon.

https://medd.com.au/medd-live-conference-registration
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Theme         
Endocrinology, Gastroenterology, Cardiology, Obstetrics and 
Gynaecology, Urology, General Surgery, Colon and Rectal 
Surgery

When        
8th – 9th August 2020

Where         
Online national event

Audience        
Designed for physicians

Cost         
Registration and Participation is Free

Registrations limited       
100 attendees per session

Register at        
https://medd.com.au/medd-live-conference-registration

VIRTUAL
CONFERENCE
WEEK TWO

https://medd.com.au/medd-live-conference-registration
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PROGRAM DETAILS

SATURDAY 8TH AUGUST

9:00 am 

 
10:00 am 

  
  
 
11:00 am 

  
12:00 pm

  
 
1:00 pm 

 
1:30 pm 

 
2:00 pm

  
 
3:00 pm

  
  
 
4:00 pm

 
5:00 pm 
 

6:00 pm

Time (AEST) Speaker Category Presentation LinkSession Title

Assessment and Investigation of 
the Thyroid Nodule

Optimising Gastrointestinal care 
through Quality Endoscopy, 
changes to guidelines and 
treatment in 2020

PVC Ablation and PVC Induced 
Cardiomyopathy

Professional Development: 
What’s new in fertility 2020 and 
beyond?

The development of PSA 
guidelines in Australia

Renal Calculi – Time to Treat? 
 

Managing the challenging 
syncope patient in General 
Practice

Demystifying Management of 
Atrial Fibrillation in 2020, using 
new technologies to treat an old 
problem

Obesity and Bariatric Surgery

    
Rectal Prolapse   
 

Fertility-Sparing Treatment of 
Gynaecological Cancer

Dr Stan Sidhu

   
Dr Sunny Lee  
  
 

  
Dr Tomos 
Walters

Dr Charley 
Zheng

  
Dr Peter 
Heathcote

Dr Peter Burke 
 

Dr Calvin Hsieh

   
  
Dr Rahn Ilsar  
  
 

  
Dr Daniel 
Walker

Dr Carina 
Chow  

Dr Andreas 
Obermair

Endocrinology

 
Gastroenterology

   
   
  
Cardiology

  
Obstetrics and 
Gynaecology

  
Urology

  
Urology 
 

Cardiology

  
  
Cardiology

   
   
  
General Surgery

  
Colon and Rectal 
Surgery

Obstetrics and 
Gynaecology

Zoom link: click 
ID: 861 8545 2412

Zoom link: click 
ID: 896 6349 0535

   
   
Zoom link: click 
ID: 860 9855 2397

Zoom link: click 
ID: 811 0034 4177 
 

Zoom link: click 
ID: 880 3711 1920

Zoom link: click 
ID: 880 3711 1920 
 

Zoom link: click 
ID: 878 7681 9053

   
Zoom link: click 
ID: 848 3690 6424

    
Zoom link: click 
ID: 851 2299 3201

Zoom link: click 
ID: 862 7694 5462

Zoom link: click 
ID: 872 5642 6212

*Please note, program schedule and times may be subject to change. Refer to the 
website for up to date sessions.

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86185452412
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89663490535
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86098552397
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81100344177
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88037111920
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88037111920
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87876819053
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84836906424
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85122993201
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86276945462
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87256426212
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SESSION DETAILS  Saturday 8th August

Session: Assessment and investigation of the thyroid nodule
Time: 9.00 am
Duration: 30 minutes
Speaker: Dr Stan Sidhu

Learning Objectives:
1. Clinical assessment of the thyroid nodule
2. Appropriate investigations of the thyroid nodule
3. Interpreting TIRADS and Bethesda scoring systems for the thyroid nodule
4. When to refer for specialist intervention

Session: Optimising Gastrointestinal care through Quality Endoscopy
Time: 10.00 am
Duration: 40 minutes
Speaker: Dr Sunny Lee

Abstract:
Endoscopy plays a vital role in the care of gastrointestinal issues and diseases. The information provided, 
however, is only as good as the examination that was performed. The quality of an examination 
furthermore determines appropriate therapy, both at the time of the procedure and also subsequent care 
(as guided by surveillance guidelines).

The presentation will discuss the important aspects of an endoscopic examination, its reporting and 
expand on management approaches. The importance of patient selection for endoscopic procedures 
when a resource becomes restricted (ie COVID-19) and how choosing different pathways towards 
endoscopy can ultimately lead to better gastrointestinal care.

Learning Objectives:
1. Understanding of important quality indicators in endoscopy
2. Update on important guidelines
3. Optimising path of care according to patient’s indication

Session: PVC Ablation and PVC Induced Cardiomyopathy
Time:  11.00 am
Duration: 60 minutes
Speaker: Dr Tomos Walters
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Session: Professional Development: What’s new in fertility 2020 and beyond?
Time: 12.00 pm
Duration: 60 minutes
Speaker: Dr Charley Zheng

Abstract:
Sub-fertility is increasingly common and fertility treatments are on the rise. This talk is aimed at GP’s who 
want a quickfire update on fertility and recent changes: 
• New data is challenging the previous paradigms of treatment. Evolving technologies may have new     
   promises, but are they the panacea that they make out to be? 
• What does the everyday GP need to know about fertility preservation? And lastly, after 40 years since  
   the first IVF baby, are we now getting more safety data on assisted reproductive treatments?

Learning Objectives:
1. Understand what IVF is and it’s risks in pregnancy
2. Provide an update on anatomical abnormalities and PCOS related infertility 
3. Review new fertility treatment options and have a basic understanding

Session 1: The development of PSA guidelines in Australia 
Session 2: Renal Calculi time to treat?
Time: 1.00 pm
Duration: 50 minutes
Speaker: Dr Peter Heathcote & Dr Peter Burke

Abstract session 1:
The role of Prostate-Specific Antigen (PSA) in the early detection of prostate cancer has caused 
controversy since it’s introduction in the 1990s. In 2016 Guidelines on the use of PSA in clinical 
practice were released and endorsed by the National Health and Medical Research Council (NHMRC). 
This presentation describes the development of the guidelines and also discusses the impact of 
multiparametric MRI and modern Active Surveillance protocols on risk stratification and harm minimization 
in men with PSA detected early prostate cancer.

Learning Objectives session 1:
1. Who and how to offer PSA testing to men
2. Understanding the risk stratification of newly diagnosed prostate cancer
3. Understanding management options in early prostate cancer, in particular, the increasing use of Active 

Surveillance and improvements in the morbidity of radical prostatectomy and radiation therapy

Abstract session 2:
A brief outline of the methods of kidney stone treatment followed by 4 cases indicative of scenarios 
whereby intervention of renal calculi is indicated, rather than conservative management.

Learning Objectives session 2:
1. Outlining methods of kidney stone treatment
2. Informing doctors of the circumstances whereby patients with kidney stones need referral and treatment 

rather than conservative management.

SESSION DETAILS  Saturday 8th August
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Session: Managing the challenging syncope patient in General Practice
Time: 2:00 pm
Duration:  60 minutes
Speaker: Dr Calvin Hsieh

Abstract:
Syncope is significant and often under-recognized healthcare issue. In General Practice, syncope patients 
often present as faints, fits, funny turns, blackouts, or falls. Approx. 10% of syncope is due to underlying 
cardiac causes. These patients have an increased mortality rate. In addition, one-third of patients will 
experience unexplained syncope despite investigation. A significant portion of these patients will have an 
undiagnosed cardiac cause or may experience recurrent syncope events. The diagnostic pathway for these 
patients is often unclear, associated with repeat testing and consultations across many specialties. This 
talk will review the latest Syncope Guidelines as a framework to identify cardiac syncope risk factors and 
strategies to more efficiently diagnose unexplained syncope.

Learning Objectives:
1. Understand the magnitude of syncope within Australia
2. Provide insights into the latest guidelines for diagnosis of syncope
3. Risk factors for the identification of patients with syncope cardiac syncope
4. Provide guidance for diagnosis of patients with unexplained syncope
5. Provide strategies to improve the efficiency of the syncope diagnostic pathway

Session: Demystifying Management of Atrial Fibrillation in 2020, using new technologies to treat   
   an old problem
Time: 3:00 pm
Duration: 60 minutes
Speaker: Dr Rahn Ilsa

Abstract:
Key steps outlined in the management of outpatient presentations of Atrial Fibrillation

Steps of managing likely Atrial Fibrillation:
1. Confirm AF
2. Risk of stroke: anticoagulate
3. Disease phase
4. Aetiology
5. Rhythm vs Rate

SESSION DETAILS  Saturday 8th August

Session: Obesity and Bariatric Surgery post COVID-19: Criteria for surgery, post-operative issues,   
   and expected outcomes
Time:  4:00 pm
Duration:  60 minutes
Speaker: Dr Daniel Walker 

Abstract session 1:
COVID-19 has changed many things in our life, but unfortunately, the growing obesity endemic in Australia 
continues. Re-visit the indications for referral to a bariatric surgeon, the main post-operative issues that 
you may see as a GP, and what outcomes you can expect to see in these patients.

Learning Objectives session 1:
1. Outline the evolution of bariatric surgery, current trends, and long term outcomes
2. Who should be referred to a bariatric surgeon
3. How to discuss bariatric surgery with a patient in the primary care setting
4. How to identify and manage post-operative issues in bariatric patients
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Session: Treatment options for patients with Rectal prolapse in 2020
Time: 5:00 pm
Duration: 60 minutes
Speaker: Dr Carina Chow 

Abstract:
Functional bowel disorders are common, physically and socially debilitating and patients find it difficult 
to talk about these problems. Obstructed defecation is often not well understood but is often be due to 
mechanical causes which can be surgically corrected. Surgical correction can give good results but can be 
technically challenging but with new technologies, even better results can be achieved.

Learning Objectives:
1. Understand what functional bowel disorders are
2. Understand the mechanisms of obstructed defecation
3. Be aware of the role and advantages of robotic surgery in this area

Session:  Fertility-Sparing Treatment of Gynaecological Cancer
Time: 6:00 pm
Duration: 45 minutes
Speaker: Dr Andreas Obermair 

Abstract:
A significant number of women are diagnosed with gynaecological cancer before the age of 40 years. 
In the past, surgical standard treatment included removing the uterus, tubes and ovaries, which was 
suboptimal for women who were interested in preserving childbearing potential. Modern treatment 
strategies are emerging that allow affected patients to have safe and effective gynaecological cancer 
treatment and at the same time, preserve childbearing potential. This presentation will outline options for 
women with ovarian, cervical and endometrial cancer.

Learning Objectives:
To learn about fertility-sparing treatment options for young women diagnosed with gynaecological cancer.

SESSION DETAILS  Saturday 8th August
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PROGRAM DETAILS

SUNDAY 9TH AUGUST

Cardiology

  
  
Cardiology

  
Cardiology

  
General 
Surgery

 
Obstetrics & 
Gynaecology

Cardiology

   
   
  
Haematology

 
Cardiology

9:00 am

  
 
10:00 am

 
10:00 am 

  
11:00 am

  
 
12:00 pm 

 
1:00 pm

  
  
 
2:00 pm

 
3:00 pm

Preventative Cardiology: An Idea 
Whose Time Has Come! (State of 
the Art) 

Managing Cholesterol: A 
Practical Clinical Guide in 2020

Arrhythmias: Detection and 
Management in 2020

Advancements and Evidence 
in the Management of Chronic 
Venous Insufficiency

Screening for Gynaecological 
Malignancies

My patient is undergoing 
PCI with atrial fibrillation, 
how to manage their triple 
antithrombotic therapy?

Iron: Not enough and too much 
of a good thing 

Heart failure, current treatment 
and therapy options in 2020

Dr David 
Colquhoun 
 

Dr David 
Colquhoun 

Dr Imran 
Kassam

Dr Jonathan 
Rice

   
Dr Piksi Singh

  
Dr Craig 
Juergens

   
 

Dr James 
Morton 
 
Dr Eugene 
Kotlyar

Time (AEST) Speaker Category Presentation LinkSession Title

Zoom link: click 
ID: 868 0892 7342 
 

Zoom link: click 
ID: 868 0892 7342

Zoom link: click 
ID: 894 0483 4617

Zoom link: click 
ID: 880 4630 6076 
 

Zoom link: click 
ID: 863 7097 3197

Zoom link: click 
ID: 814 4084 3103

   
   
Zoom link: click 
ID: 875 0019 1199

*Please note, program schedule and times may be subject to change. Refer to the 
website for up to date sessions.

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86808927342
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86808927342
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89404834617
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88046306076
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86370973197
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81440843103
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87500191199


10

SESSION DETAILS  Sunday 9th August

Session: Arrhythmias: Detection and Management in 2020
Time: 10.00 am
Duration: 60 minutes
Speaker:  Dr Imran Kassam

Session:    Advancements and Evidence in the Management of Chronic Venous Insufficiency
Time: 11.00 am
Duration:   60 minutes
Speaker:  Dr Jonathan Rice 

Abstract:
• Introduction to venous disease and disease progression
• Technology review
• Case in a box: case selection & procedure steps
• Post procedural patient management
• Q&A

Learning Objectives:
1. Disease overview and progression
2. Symptoms of chronic venous insufficiency and management options
3. Chronic venous insufficiency diagnosis and patient classification

Session 1:    Preventative Cardiology: An Idea Whose Time Has Come! (State of the Art)
Session 2:  Managing Cholesterol: A Practical Clinical Guide in 2020
Time: 11.00 am, 12:00 pm
Duration:   60 minutes each
Speaker:  Dr David Colquhoun 

Session 1 Learning Objectives:
• Understanding the latest clinical practice guidelines for preventative cardiology.
• Lipid Management
• Cardio-metabolic Management
• Risk Factor Modification

Session 1 Learning Objectives:
•  Understanding the latest clinical practice guidelines for managing lipids in the clinic.

Session:   Hereditary factors in Gynaecological Malignancies
Time: 12.00 am
Duration: 45 minutes
Speaker: Dr Piksi Singh 
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SESSION DETAILS  Sunday 9th August

Session: Heart failure, current treatment and therapy options in 2020
Time: 3:00 pm
Duration:  60 minutes
Speaker: Dr Eugene Kotlya

Abstract:
Heart Failure is a complex syndrome that affects over 38 million people worldwide. It results in significant 
morbidity and mortality. Over the last three decades, there have been significant advances in the 
diagnosis, medical and device management of this condition.

Learning Objectives:
The audience will be able to recall the causes of heart failure, the diagnostic algorithm, medical 
management as well as the currently available advanced therapies for severe  
heart failure.

Session:  My patient is undergoing PCI with atrial fibrillation, how to manage their triple antithrombotic 
therapy?
Time: 1:00 pm 
Duration:  40 minutes
Speaker:   Dr Craig Juergens 

Session:    Iron: Not enough and too much of a good thing
Time: 2:00 pm 
Duration:  40 minutes
Speaker:   Dr James Morton 

Abstract:
This talk will outline normal iron metabolism, the investigation and treatment of iron deficiency, 
investigation of ferritin elevation and treatment of iron overload.
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SPEAKER DETAILS
With our program release

we’d like to introduce our 16 national speakers

Dr Sunny Lee
Dr Sunny Lee is an interventional gastroenterologist specialising 
in advanced diagnostic and therapeutic endoscopic procedures. 
Together with providing expert care in general gastroenterology 
and hepatology, his special clinical interests are in the 
management of pancreatic and biliary diseases, ERCP, EUS, 
bowel cancer screening and advanced colonoscopy for the 
detection and removal of pre-cancerous polyps.

Dr Stan Sidhu
Stan Sidhu is a Professor of Surgery and Head of the University of 
Sydney Endocrine Surgical Unit. This Unit has been in operation 
for more than 50 years based at Royal North Shore Hospital. He 
performs more than 500 thyroidectomies, parathyroidectomies 
and adrenalectomies per year specialising in large goitres, 
papillary and medullary thyroid cancer surgery, neck dissection, 
minimally invasive parathyroidectomy, redo parathyroid surgery 
and endoscopic or keyhole adrenalectomy. 

He has published a number of clinical outcome studies in 
thyroidectomy, parathyroidectomy and adrenalectomy and 
currently, his clinical research is focussed on voice outcomes 
following thyroidectomy utilising the adjunct of neural monitoring 
in thyroid surgery.



13

Dr Tomos Walters
Dr Tomos Walters gained his medical degree with first class 
honors from The University of Melbourne, in addition to a 
Bachelor of Medical Science in medical virology. He undertook 
a clinical fellowship in cardiac electrophysiology at the Royal 
Melbourne Hospital and a PhD studying the electrical mechanisms 
underlying atrial fibrillation at the University of Melbourne under 
the mentorship of Professors Jonathan Kalman and Peter Kistler.

Dr Walters moved to San Francisco where he successively held 
roles as a post-doctoral research fellow, a clinical Fellow and 
then an Assistant Professor on the faculty of the University of 
California San Francisco. There his research interests continued 
to be persistent atrial fibrillation and cardiomyopathy induced 
by ventricular ectopic beats. He published extensively in leading 
cardiology journals, has published multiple book chapters and 
has frequently presented at international conferences.

In 2019 Dr Walters returned to Australia, initially to a staff specialist 
position at the Prince Charles Hospital and now as a cardiologist 
and electrophysiologist with QCG. His clinical interests include 
catheter ablation of complex atrial and ventricular arrhythmias.

Dr Charley Zheng
Passionate about reproductive medicine and high-risk obstetric 
care, Dr. Zheng feels closely connected to couples’ desire for 
children. While starting his own family and now raising three 
children of his own, he developed a deep understanding of 
the challenges and high emotion that’s attached to fertility, 
pregnancy, birth, and the postpartum period. After obtaining 
his medical degree at The University of NSW, Dr. Zheng went 
on to complete his specialist obstetrics training at the renowned 
Royal Women’s Hospital in Melbourne. He took a special interest 
in high-risk pregnancies and helped deliver healthy babies 
referred from all over Australia. Throughout his accomplished 
fertility career, Dr. Zheng has built on his experience in advanced 
laparoscopy which has allowed him to assist hundreds of women 
with fertility issues including polyps, fibroids, endometriosis, and 
hydrosalpinges. Dr. Zheng is also highly qualified in analyzing 
women’s specialist ultrasounds. This means he’s better equipped 
to help his patients make quick and appropriate decisions when 
it matters most.

Due to his extensive training in all aspects of internal medicine, 
reproductive medicine, laparoscopic surgery, ultrasound, and 
ongoing pregnancy care, Dr. Zheng takes a comprehensive, 
holistic approach when caring for his patients. But while 
he’s focussed on the details he’s equally compassionate and 
approachable and finds great reward in helping women tackle 
even the most challenging fertility concerns and issues.
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Dr Calvin Hsieh
Dr. Calvin Hsieh has a strong sub-specialist interest in clinical 
cardiac electrophysiology and device implantations and spent 
further time training in a major combined tertiary and quaternary 
referral hospital in the United Kingdom. 

Dr. Hsieh has a strong research interest in electrophysiology, 
with a philosophy that research will help move this field and thus 
have a dramatic effect on the health outcomes of his patients. 

He won the Ralph Reader Award for his research, awarded 
by combined Australia and New Zealand Cardiac Society. He 
continues along this vein, with further research projects exploring 
multiple aspects of cardiac electrophysiology. 

Dr Hsieh consults at St George Private and Public, Hurstville 
Private, and The Cardiac Centres’ Wollongong and Shellharbour 
practices. Dr Hsieh performs procedures at St George Public 
and Hurstville Private.

Dr Peter Burke
Dr Peter Burke is a Urologist at Brisbane Urology Clinic with a 
special interest in Robotic and laparoscopic kidney surgery for 
cancer, minimally invasive kidney surgery for stones and PUJ 
obstruction, and complex kidney stone surgery.

He also consults at Greenslopes Private Hospital, Sunnybank 
Private Hospital, Sunnybank Queen Elizabeth II Jubilee Hospital, 
and Coopers Plains Hillcrest Private Hospital.

Dr Peter Heathcote
Peter is a Urologic Surgeon with a special interest in Cancer of the 
Prostate, Robotic Surgery, and Pelvic Oncology. He is Chairman 
of Robotic Surgery at Greenslopes Private Hospital where the first 
Robotic Prostatectomy in Queensland was performed. Having 
completed Urology Speciality training in Queensland Peter 
spent further time in Cardiff, United Kingdom, and in Toronto, 
Canada developing Reconstructive and Radical Prostatectomy 
skills. Peter is an Adjunct Professor at the Australian Prostate 
Cancer Research facility at QUT/PAH and Adjunct Clinical 
Professor Monash University Dept of Epidemiology.
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Dr Daniel Walker
Dr Dan Walker is a Specialist Laparoscopic General Surgeon 
with Sub-Specialist Training in Benign Upper GI and Bariatric 
surgery. This includes surgery for weight loss, gastroesophageal 
reflux (GORD), hiatal hernia, gallbladder, abdominal hernias, 
skin cancer including flap reconstruction and skin grafting, and 
surgical and interventional endoscopy. 

Dr Dan consults at Specialist Services Medical Group in North 
Lakes, St Vincent’s Northside and St Andrew’s War Memorial 
Hospital.

Dr Rahn Ilsar
Rahn graduated from the University of New South Wales in 1998 
and worked as a junior medical officer at St Vincent’s Hospital, 
Sydney.

He completed his cardiology training through the South 
Eastern Sydney Area Health Network and his PhD in Medicine 
through the University of Sydney. With the aim of specialising in 
electrophysiology, Rahn undertook 3 years of specialist training 
split equally between the Royal Prince Alfred Hospital in Sydney 
and Loyola University Medical Center in Chicago, USA.

Rahn is a visiting medical officer (VMO) in cardiac electrophysiology 
at the Prince of Wales Hospital in Randwick and at the St George 
Hospital in Kogarah (where he has established a dedicated 
Arrhythmia Clinic).

He also holds VMO privileges at the Eastern Heart Clinic and 
Prince of Wales Private Hospital in Randwick and at the St 
George Private Hospital in Kogarah.ls unit.

Dr Carina Chow
Dr Carina Chow is a colorectal surgeon at the Royal Brisbane 
and Womens’ Hospital and the Wesley Hospital in Brisbane, 
Queensland. She completed her general surgical training in 
Westmead and the surrounding hospitals in NSW and Canberra 
and did her post fellowship training through the Colorectal 
surgical society of Australia and New Zealand which brought her 
to Brisbane. Loving the work and lifestyle Queensland offered, 
as well as far less traffic, she, her husband and children decided 
to make Brisbane home.
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Dr Andreas Obermair
Andreas Obermair is a gynaecological oncologist based in 
Brisbane. He looks after women with suspected or proven 
gynaecological cancer. Andreas is a Professor at the University 
of Queensland and runs a surgical research program at the Royal 
Brisbane Women’s Hospital. His mission is to make surgery more 
humane, kinder and not compromise on the effectiveness of 
treatment either.

Dr Imran Kassam
Dr Imran Kassam is a Consultant Cardiologist at the Cardiac 
Health Institute and Macquarie University Hospital. He completed 
his training, specialising in cardiology, at St Vincent’s Hospital in 
Sydney. His study in cardiology incorporated fellowships in heart 
failure, transplantation, electrophysiology and device therapy.

He specialises in patients with heart failure, syncope, palpitations, 
chest pain and arrhythmias such as atrial fibrillation. He is also 
heavily involved in routine checks for risk factor modification. 
Dr Kassam also consults at Macquarie Heart, Suite 203, Level 2, 
Macquarie University Clinic.

Dr Jonathan Rice
Dr. Rice has had a varied career as a successful General Surgeon. 

Whilst Senior Lecturer within the Department of Vascular Surgery 
at the University of Oxford, Dr. Rice was offered and accepted a 
Consultant position in Vascular and General Surgery in Guernsey 
in the Channel Islands. In this idyllic location, he practiced true 
general surgery and was incredibly busy. He also took the 
opportunity to attend training in minimally invasive treatment 
of varicose veins. Dr. Rice moved back to Australia in 2008 and 
spent 10 years in rural practice.

He has done thousands of endovenous procedures for varicose 
veins and is one of the most experienced practitioners with the 
use of endovenous laser and radiofrequency ablation for venous 
incompetence disease. His background in venous surgery gives 
him scope to employ all techniques necessary to manage primary 
and recurrent varicose veins. He has relocated to Canberra 
fulltime and divides his practice between venous disease and 
general surgery.
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Dr Craig Juergens
After basic Cardiology training at Royal Prince Alfred Hospital in 
Sydney, A/Prof Juergens completed an Interventional Fellowship 
at Stanford University, California and came back to Australia in 
1997 to establish the coronary interventional service at Liverpool 
hospital. Liverpool hospital has subsequently become a centre 
of training for interventional Cardiologists.

As well as training numerous Australian Fellows, Doctors 
from China, England, Singapore, New Zealand, Malaysia and 
Myanmar have learnt coronary interventional techniques under 
the supervision of Craig and his colleagues. In addition Craig 
has demonstrated PCI techniques in centres in Taiwan, China, 
Myanmar, Vietnam and Fiji.

Apart from his interest in Interventional Cardiology, he has a major 
interest in acute coronary syndromes and has been involved in 
a large number of multicentre, multinational clinical trials. He 
has been invited to speak at a number of local and international 
meetings. He has been author of over 70 peer reviewed papers 
in Local and International Journals and he continues as an active 
clinician in the Department of Cardiology at Liverpool hospital, 
as well as providing support for the interventional Cardiology 
program at Orange Base hospital.

He provides a consultative service in the rooms in Moore 
street and performs coronary interventions including ASD/PFO 
closures both at Liverpool public hospital and Sydney Southwest 
Private hospital.

Dr Piksi Singh
Dr Piksi Singh is a Gynaecological Oncology Surgeon who 
specialises in the management of all known and suspected 
cancers of the female genital tract, colposcopy and pre-invasive 
conditions of cervix, vagina and vulva. She has a keen interest 
in managing women with hereditary familial gynaecological 
cancers ( BRCA1, BRCA2, LYNCH Syndrome), providing advice 
regarding risk reducing surgery, gestational trophoblastic disease 
(GTD) and minimally invasive surgery including robotic surgery, 
advanced laparoscopy/ total laparoscopic hysterectomies and 
pelvic floor surgery.
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Dr Eugene Kotlyar
Dr Eugene Kotlyar is a Senior Staff Cardiologist in Heart Failure, 
Cardiac transplantation and Pulmonary hypertension at St Vincent’s 
Hospital, Sydney and a Conjoint Associate Professor at the 
University of New South Wales and Notre Dame. He is a general 
cardiologist in private practice at St Vincent’s clinic and St Vincent’s 
Private Hospital. In addition, he is an immediate past president 
and founding member of the Pulmonary Hypertension Society of 
Australia and New Zealand.

He completed his undergraduate degree in medicine at the 
University of Sydney and basic physician training at the Royal Prince 
Alfred Hospital. He undertook advanced training in cardiology in 
St Vincent’s Hospital and then Echocardiography fellowship at 
Prince of Wales Hospital.

Eugene enrolled in a combined clinical and research 
cardiomyopathy fellowship at Boston University with Professor 
Wilson Colucci. Based on the work performed in Boston, he was 
awarded a Doctor of Medicine degree on the role of aldosterone 
in cardiac remodelling in 2007.

More recently, he completed a Master degree in Pulmonary 
Vascular Diseases at the University of Bologna with Professor 
Nazzareno Galie in 2009 and a Sabbatical in Paris with Dr Olivier 
Sitbon in 2011.

His current interests are the role of Exercise Right Heart 
Catheterisation in diagnosis and management of patients with 
Heart Failure, Pulmonary Arterial Hypertension and Chronic 
Thrombo-embolic Pulmonary Hypertension

Dr David Colquhoun
Associate Professor David Colquhoun is a cardiologist who has 
been in private practice in Queensland for more than 30 years. 
He has been involved in clinical practice and research in the fields 
of cardiology, lipids, nutrition, diabetes, obesity, nutraceutical 
and psychological aspects of heart disease.

His private clinical research unit (Core Research Group) is currently 
active in 17 trials. A/Prof Colquhoun is an AMA spokesperson 
for Cardiology in Queensland. He is a Board member of the 
National Heart Foundation of Australia (NHFA); a member of the 
Scientific Committee of the National Institute of Complementary 
Medicine (NICM); and Chair of the Preventive Cardiology Council 
of the Cardiac Society of Australian and New Zealand (CSANZ).
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Dr James Morton
James graduated from University Queensland with first class 
honours and university medal in 1988. He trained in Haematology 
at RBWH before undertaking a fellowship in Seattle. He returned 
to Australia in 1998 joining ICON Cancer Care (then HOCA) and 
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