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VIRTUAL
CONFERENCE

When          
1st – 23rd August 2020

Where          
Online national event

Audience         
Designed for physicians

Aim          
To help physicians manage and grow a sustainable practice, as well 
as stay up to  date with the latest in patient management and clinical 
advances 

Cost          
Registration and Participation is FREE

Registrations limited        
100 attendees per session

Register at         
https://medd.com.au/medd-live-conference-registration

MEDD Live is a national event aimed at bringing the medical 
community together to learn through clinical presentations and 
workshops and build better connections during these uncertain times.

MEDD Live is a virtual conference designed for convenience, allowing 
attendees to join from anywhere, at any time, dressed in almost 
anything.

The MEDD Live Conference will have a strong focus on the theme 
of Innovate, Adapt and Connect, encouraging attendees to:

• Learn tactical strategies to adapt and grow their practice during      
   these challenging times 

• Become more familiar with advances in patient management      
   options and therapy innovation 

• Brush up on clinical topics 

• Connect with like-minded medical professionals

Attendees have the option of participating in live sessions or accessing 
presentation recordings later by simply logging into the Conference 
Channel on MEDD.com.au. Attendees will also be able to connect 
with speakers and each other on our dedicated medical networking 
platform, launching soon.

https://medd.com.au/medd-live-conference-registration
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Theme         
Cardiology, Paediatrics, Psychiatry

Theme         
1st – 2nd August 2020

Where         
Online national event

Audience        
Designed for physicians

Cost         
Registration and Participation is Free

Registrations limited       
100 attendees per session

Registrations close       
Midnight 31st July 2020

Register at        
https://medd.com.au/medd-live-conference-registration

VIRTUAL
CONFERENCE
WEEK ONE

https://medd.com.au/medd-live-conference-registration
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PROGRAM DETAILS

SATURDAY 1ST AUGUST

9:00 am 
AEST 

  
  
 

10:30 am 
AEST 

11:30 am 
AEST 

  
12:30 pm 
AEST 
 
1:30 pm  
AEST

2:30 pm 
AEST 

  
3:00 pm  
AEST  
 
4:30 pm 
AEST

Time Speaker CategorySession Title

1. PFOs, do they have a role in     
    cryptogenic stroke?

2. An insight into Valve in Valve TAVI  
    Procedures

Paediatric Respiratory Music: The 
Cough, Wheeze and Snore

Syncope: Challenges, diagnosis and 
treatment options in 2020

Managing Pulmonary Arterial 
Hypertension in adults with congenital 
heart disease

A guided tour of the TAVI revolution, 
presented by Dr Alex Incani

Atrial Fibrillation – An update on 
management options

New management outcomes for stable 
coronary artery disease, the Ischaemia 
trial

Pathway to care for adult ADHD in 
private practice: Analysis of issues and 
pitfalls in service delivery

Interesting Cardiology Cases

Dr Dale Murdoch 

   
 

   
Dr Archana Chacko 

   
Dr Vince Deen

   
Dr Mugurel Nicolae

    
   
Dr Alex Incani 

   
Dr John Hayes 

   
Dr Brendan Bell

    
   
Dr Saibal Guha 

    
   
Dr Rajan Prashar

Cardiology

  
 

 
Paediatrics

  
Cardiology

  
Cardiology

  
  
Cardiology

 
Cardiology

 
Cardiology

  
 
Psychiatry

  
  
Cardiology

*Please note, program schedule and times may be subject to change. Please refer to 
the website for the most up-to-date program:  
https://medd.com.au/medd-live-conference-program

https://medd.com.au/medd-live-conference-program
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SESSION DETAILS  Saturday 1st August

Sessions: (1) Patent Foramen Ovale (PFO), do they have a role in cryptogenic stroke and  
 (2) Patent Foramen Ovale Closure for Cryptogenic Stroke
Time: 9.00 am
Speaker: Dr Dale Murdoch

Presentation 1: Abstract & Learning Objectives:
Young patients with cryptogenic stroke remain at elevated risk of future stroke. Those with a Patent 
Foramen Ovale (PFO) may benefit from percutaneous PFO closure. Recent large RCTs have proven benefit 
in carefully selected patients.

1. Careful workup of patients with cryptogenic stroke is important
2. PFO closure has well demonstrated benefit in carefully selected patients

Presentation 2: Abstract & Learning Objectives:
All bioprosthetic valves will fail, if patients live sufficiently long, and patients with failed bioprosthetic 
valves are at increased risk of redo open heart surgery. Valve in valve procedures are less invasive and 
lower risk than redo surgery, with excellent safety and efficacy data.

1. Identification of patients with failed bioprosthetic heart valves.
2. Assessment for valve in valve (VIV) procedures.
3. Safety and efficacy evidence for VIV procedures.

Session:  Paediatric Respiratory Music: The Cough, Wheeze and Snore
Time:  9.00 am
Speaker: Dr Archana Chacko

Abstract:
The presentation will cover the common presentations of paediatric cough, wheeze and snore and provide 
easy algorithms for management and guidance on when to refer for a specialist opinion.

Learning Objectives:
Gain an understanding of:
1. An approach to paediatric wet versus dry cough;
2. Updated paediatric Asthma Council Guidelines;
3. An approach to a child who snores

Session: Syncope: Challenges, diagnosis and treatment options in 2020
Time: 10.30am
Speaker: Dr Vince Deen

Abstract:
Syncope is a common problem accounting for 1% of emergency department presentations, 50% will 
require hospital admission and 30% leave without a diagnosis. There is a significant cost to the healthcare 
system and associated morbidity. Targeted history taking and examination with appropriate non-invasive 
tests are important for diagnosis and management. Additionally, the implantable loop recorder is an 
important tool for the diagnosis of unexplained syncope.

Learning Objectives:
1. How to manage patients with syncope
2. To identify the “red flags” for patients with syncope who require specialist referral to a Cardiologist with  

expertise in Arrhythmia management
3. To understand the role of the implantable loop recorder for aiding in  

diagnosis particularly for patients  with unexplained syncope.
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SESSION DETAILS  Saturday 1st August

Session:  A guided tour is presented on the TAVI revolution. Updates on current TAVI concepts.
Time: 12.30 pm
Speaker: Dr Alex Incani

Abstract:
A guided tour is presented on the TAVI revolution. Updates on current TAVI concepts.

Learning Objectives:
1. Learn about the natural history of aortic stenosis
2. Recognise treatment modalities available
3. Recognise that percutaneous solutions exist for many clinical reasons

Session: Atrial Fibrillation – An update on management options
Time: 1.30 pm
Speaker: Dr John Hayes

Abstract:
Atrial Fibrillation is the most common arrhythmia in our community. It is associated with considerable 
morbidity in terms of symptomatology, debility and reduced productivity. Newer technologies are 
available to assist with stroke prevention and symptomatic control of Atrial Fibrillation, perhaps even 
prognostic benefit in heart failure patients. By focusing on a case study, I intend to review these many 
evolving options in the management of your patients with Atrial Fibrillation.

Learning Objectives:
1. Understanding Atrial Fibrillation.
2. New options for stroke reduction.
3. Atrial Fibrillation Ablation options.

Session: New management outcomes for stable coronary artery disease, the Ischaemia trial
Time: 2.30 pm
Speaker: Dr Brendan Bell

Abstract:
A contemporary review of the management of stable coronary artery disease with a focus on the 
Ischaemia Trial.

Learning Objectives:
When is revascularisation indicated in stable coronary artery disease.

Session: Managing Pulmonary Arterial Hypertension in adults with congenital heart disease in 2020
Time: 11.30 am
Speaker: Dr Murgurel Nicolae
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SESSION DETAILS  Saturday 1st August

Session: Interesting Cardiology Cases
Time: 4:00 pm
Speaker: Dr Rajan Prashar

Learning Objectives:
1. Engaging GP’s in teaching ECG’s, clinical scenarios, management.

Session: Pathway to care for adult ADHD in private practice: Analysis of issues and pitfalls in    
           service delivery
Time: 3.00 pm
Speaker: Dr Saibal Guha 

Abstract:
Improving knowledge of the participants in regards to the pathway to care aspects of managing   
Adult ADHD.
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PROGRAM DETAILS

SUNDAY 2ND AUGUST

9:00 am 
AEST

  
  
10:00 am 
AEST 

  
11:00 am 
AEST

12:00 pm 
AEST 

1:00 pm  
AEST

  
2:00 pm  
AEST  
3:00 pm 
AEST

4:00 pm 
AEST

Time Speaker CategorySession Title

Efficient and cost-effective diagnostic 
evaluation and management of 
pulmonary nodules, infiltrates and 
unidentified opacities

Advancements and Evidence in the 
Management of Chronic Venous 
Insufficiency

Detection and Management of Atrial 
Fibrillation in the Stroke Patient

Cardiac CT: Calcium scoring or CTCA, 
which test should I do?

Coronary Microvascular Dysfunction 
– How Technology Helps Drive 
Treatment

Heart Murmurs 101: Assessing the 
subtle differences in your patients

Current treatments for Aortic Stenosis: 
Listen, Suspect and Refer

Prescribing Medicinal Cannabis

Dr Samuel Kim

   
   
   
Dr Nigel Pinto

   
   
Dr Claire Muller

    
Dr Jeremy Wright

    
Dr Yohan Chacko

    
   
Dr Yohan Chacko

   
Dr Paul Klaassen

    
Dr Ben Jansen

Pulmonology

 

   
  
Vascular 
Surgery

  
Cardiology

 
Cardiology

 
Cardiology

   
Cardiology

 
Cardiology
 

General 
Practice

*Please note, program schedule and times may be subject to change. Please refer to 
the website for the most up-to-date program:  
https://medd.com.au/medd-live-conference-program

https://medd.com.au/medd-live-conference-program
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SESSION DETAILS  Sunday 2nd August

Session: Efficient and cost-effective diagnostic evaluation and management of pulmonary nodules,   
   infiltrates and unidentified opacities.
Time: 9.00 am
Speaker: Dr Samuel Kim 

Abstract:
GPs and specialists are confronted with the constant dilemma of diagnostic uncertainties imposed by 
pulmonary nodules, infiltrates, and unidentified opacities in our era of advanced radiological imaging. 
Obviously, the decision for intervention such as lung biopsy is a significant decision-making process that is 
controversial and risky for individual patients. The presentation offers a streamlined approach to optimize 
our clinical decision making and clinical ‘pearls’ to assist the clinician in achieving diagnostic certainty of 
balancing observation versus intervention while providing reassurance for the worried patient who is either 
focused on the possibility of a frank lung cancer or onset of an incurable occupational lung disease.

Learning Objectives:
1. Understand the clinical epidemiology of pulmonary abnormalities in our domestic population (not of the 

US or European data)
2. Recognize the key indicators of malignant versus benign lesions
3. Understand the important differential diagnosis and the relevant radiological and clinical features
4. Understand the general aspect of a diagnostic approach while mastering the diagnostic approach of an 

experienced pulmonologist
5. Be broadly informed of the interventional approach to diagnosis, its diverse indications, and the 

decision-making process
6. Develop the relevant practical diagnostic and management skills through the collaboration by 

discussing clinical cases of dilemma

Session: Advancements and Evidence in the Management of Chronic Venous Insufficiency
Time: 10.00 am
Speaker: Dr Nigel Pinto

Abstract:
- Introduction to venous disease and disease progression
- Technology review
- Case in a box: case selection &amp; procedure steps
- Post procedural patient management

Learning Outcomes:
Disease overview and progression
Symptoms of chronic venous insufficiency and management options
Chronic venous insufficiency diagnosis and patient classification

Session: Detection and Management of Atrial Fibrillation in the Stroke Patient
Time: 11.00 am
Speaker: Dr Claire Muller

Abstract:
Paroxysmal atrial fibrillation (PAF) is a well recognised cause of the most disabling acute ischaemic strokes. 
It is clear that initiating anticoagulation reduces the risk of cardioembolic stroke. Evidence and technology 
have evolved in recent years to greatly improve our ability to detect PAF. In this presentation we will 
explore modern methods of PAF detection and their potential benefit in the reduction of stroke.

Learning Outcomes:
Atrial fibrillation is a significant cause of severe disabling strokes - once found,
anticoagulation makes a difference. Guidelines have changed and prolonged cardiac monitoring to try and 
detect paroxysmal atrial fibrillation in the stroke patient, is now a standard of care.
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SESSION DETAILS  Sunday 2nd August

Session: Coronary Microvascular Dysfunction – How Technology Helps Drive Treatment
Time: 1.00 pm
Speaker: Dr Yohan Chacko  

Abstract:
>50% of women with angina referred for coronary angiography have non-obstructive coronary 
arteries. Most are labelled as non-cardiac chest pain or given an empirical diagnosis of microvascular 
dysfunction. Progress in research and medical technology have now made it easier to definitively 
diagnose microvascular angina and coronary vasospasm. Randomised controlled trial results have shown 
improvements in symptoms and quality of life by performing these invasive tests and making a definitive 
diagnosis with tailored treatment. Coronary microvascular and vasospasm testing is now available at 
CardioVascular Clinics.

Learning Objectives:
1. What is microvascular angina?
2. What is coronary vasospasm?
3. How to test for this?
4. Benefits of testing
5. Differences in the management of these conditions

Session: Heart Murmurs 101: Assessing the subtle differences in your patients
Time: 2.00 pm
Speaker: Dr Yohan Chacko  

Abstract:
A summary of common heart murmurs and clinical assessment in daily practice.

Learning Objectives:
1. How to tell common heart murmurs apart.
2. Assess for clinical signs of severity.
3. Aortic & Mitral Stenosis, Aortic & Mitral Regurgitation.
4. Hypertrophic Obstructive Cardiomyopathy
5. Tricuspid and Pulmonary murmurs

Session: Cardiac CT: Calcium scoring or CTCA, which test should I do?
Time: 12.00 pm
Speaker: Dr Jeremy Wright

Abstract:
Coronary calcium scoring has been available for 20 years, and CTCA for ~10 years, and in this time have 
evolved from villain to hero. This presentation provides an evidence based guide with case reviews on how 
to best utilise cardiac CT technology for day to day management of patients.

Learning Objectives:
What are the key strengths and weaknesses of ct calcium scoring and coronary angiography?
What is the most appropriate test to request for my patient at this point in time?
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SESSION DETAILS  Sunday 2nd August

Session: Current treatments for Aortic Stenosis: Listen, Suspect and Refer
Time: 3:00 pm
Speaker: Dr Paul Klaassen  

Abstract:
Aortic Stenosis increases with ageing and is associated with certain cardiovascular risk factors. Primary 
care practitioners need to be aware of the symptom complex associated with this condition which 
progresses rapidly once the long latency period is complete. The condition remains underdiagnosed and 
undertreated. Cardiac auscultation is the first step in diagnosis. 

Doppler echocardiography is the primary technique recommended for diagnosis by The European Society 
of Cardiology and timely referral for this procedure is essential. A multidisciplinary Heart Team; is essential 
for optimising treatment decisions for patients with advanced aortic stenosis. This Heart Team can 
optimise risk stratification and ensure appropriate treatment for all patients. 

Transcutaneous Aortic Valve Implantation has made great strides in the improvement of the treatment of 
advanced aortic stenosis – initially in patients unsuitable for open heart surgery, but also more recently 
as an alternative to open heart surgery with significant clinical benefits as a result of being a less invasive 
procedure. The Partner trials have demonstrated this in a statistical fashion. The Sapien 3 study reported 
in The New England Journal of Medicine in May of 2019 suggested a 46% reduction in death, stroke or 
rehospitalisation in low-risk patients undergoing a balloon-expandable aortic valve implantation when 
compared with a surgically-implanted valve with a trend to improved all-cause mortality at 1 year also. 
Quality of life scores are also substantially improved at 1 month and there remains a statistically significant 
improvement at 12 months.

Learning Objectives:
1. Discuss the aetiology and prognosis of Aortic Stenosis
2. Be Able to outline the diagnostic modalities and management options for patients with Aortic Stenosis
3. Describe the following strategies for treating aortic stenosis:
    a. Medical Management
    b. Surgical Aortic Valve Replacement
    c. Transcatheter Aortic Valve Implantation.
4. Review contemporary clinical trial evidence supporting Transcatheter Aortic Valve Implantation.

Session: Prescribing Medicinal Cannabis.
Time: 4:00 pm
Speaker: Dr Ben Jansen 

Abstract:
Medicinal Cannabis is indicated for a number of conditions and its popularity as a natural
alternative has continued to grow. Medicinal Cannabis doesn&#39;t work for all patients, but for
some patients it is life changing. Prescription can feel daunting initially however following
simple guidance can make it easy for each clinician.

Learning Outcomes:
Learning about THC and CBD prescription and management.
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SPEAKER DETAILS
With our program release

we’d like to introduce our 16 national speakers

Dr Archana Chacko
Dr Archana Chacko is a specialist respiratory and sleep 
pediatrician. She specializes in diagnosing and treating all issues 
affecting breathing, sleep, and the lungs in children from birth to 
18 years of age, specializing in chronic cough, chest infections, 
asthma, sleep apnoea, and difficulties sleeping. As a mother 
of two young children, Archana understands how stressful 
unsettled sleep can be for children (and their families) and the 
struggles with handling children suffering from lung or breathing 
conditions.

Dr Dale Murdoch
Dr Dale Murdoch is a general and interventional cardiologist 
with special interests in structural heart disease intervention, 
transcatheter heart valves and transformative technology in 
healthcare.

Dr Murdoch graduated from The University of Queensland 
with a Bachelor of Science in 2002 (majors in Anatomical and 
Biomedical Sciences) and a Bachelor of Medicine and Bachelor 
of Surgery in 2006. After graduation, he completed his post-
graduate training in medicine and cardiology and was awarded 
a Fellowship of the Royal Australasian College of Physicians 
(Cardiology) in 2013.
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Dr Murgurel Nicolae
Dr Nicolae has been a staff specialist at The Prince Charles 
Hospital in Brisbane since his return from overseas in 2008. He 
commenced Private Practice at Holy Spirit Northside Hospital 
in 2009. In 2016, he joined the Cardiology Department at the 
Mater Adults Hospital in Brisbane on a part time basis. 

Dr Nicolae practices equally in Adult Congenital Heart 
Disease and General cardiology, with a particular interest in 
Echocardiography, Pulmonary Hypertension and Obstetric 
Cardiology. He was the Cardiology Program Education Co-
ordinator until recently at The Prince Charles Hospital and is 
a Senior Lecturer at the University of Queensland, School of 
Medicine.

Dr. Vince Deen
Dr Vincent Deen is an Electrophysiologist who currently practices 
in the Greenslopes Private Hospital and The Prince Charles 
Hospital. Vince has accumulated over 20 years of experience 
in his field as an experienced cardiologist and specialist 
electrophysiologist.

He has a special interest and particular expertise in His-Purkinje 
pacing, a technique that aims to preserve patients’ left ventricular 
function in the heart. Dr Deen is one of the highest implanters 
in Australia to perform this technique, accruing more than 300 
cases over the last two years and is the primary Cardiologist to 
regularly perform this procedure in Brisbane.

Vince’s expertise in His-Purkinje pacing has positioned him as a 
respected proctor in this technique and he is regularly invited 
to speak at meetings both internationally and nationally. He 
also has an interest in pulmonary vein cryoablation for atrial 
fibrillation and has accumulated over 180 cases.

Dr Alexander Incani
Dr Alexander Incani is an interventional cardiologist with a 
special interest in Transcatheter Aortic Valve Implantation (TAVI), 
complex structural heart intervention and high risk coronary 
stenting, including the use of mechanical support devices 
(Impella CP). Dr Incani performs both percutaneous coronary 
intervention (PCI) procedures using the Impella CP.

He is on the national faculty and is proctor for Edwards 
Lifesciences TAVI platform. Dr Incani graduated from The 
University of Melbourne with first class honours and was dux of 
internal medicine in 2003. Following cardiology training at St 
Vincent’s Hospital Melbourne, he commenced his interventional 
training at Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital in Perth, working with 
the team who brought MitraClip to Australia.
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Dr Saibal Guha
Dr Saibal Guha is currently in Private Practice at MARSAI Clinic, 
Belmont Private Hospital at Brisbane since 2011. His area of 
expertise in Adult Psychiatry with a special interest in Adult ADHD 
and Neurodevelopmental disorders, including Neuropsychiatry, 
complex mood and anxiety disorders. He trained in Psychiatry 
in India and attained his psychiatric qualifications in 1998, 
while working with Indian Navy. He came to Australia in 2004, 
completed his FRANZCP in 2006 and worked extensively in 
public mental health services in South Australia and Queensland 
in various clinical and administrative positions. He is also affiliated 
with UQ and Griffith University.

Dr John Hayes
Dr John Hayes is an Electrophysiologist located in Queensland. He is 
a Director and Founding Member of the Queensland Cardiovascular 
Group (QCG) and is a Visiting Medical Officer at the St Andrew’s War 
Memorial Hospital, the Holy Spirit Northside, the Greenslopes Private 
Hospital, and the Mater Private Hospital.

Dr Hayes has a special interest in the field of cardiac electrophysiology 
and cardiac arrhythmia management. He was instrumental in the 
establishment of a leading Cardiac Electrophysiology Service at the 
St Andrew’s War Memorial Hospital with Dr Wayne Stafford. This 
unit has continued to provide leading clinical practice of cardiac 
electrophysiology testing, curative radiofrequency ablation procedures 
for arrhythmias and atrial fibrillation ablation. He also leads in the field 
of cardiac pacemakers and implantable defibrillators (ICD).

Through collaborative partnerships, St. Andrew’s Electrophysiology 
Service also leads with radiation reduction, having the only installed 
St Jude Medical MediGuide system in the southern hemisphere 
and the only Boston Scientific Rhythmia high resolution 3D 
mapping system in Queensland.

Dr Brendan Bell
Dr Brendan Bell is a founding partner of Cardiovascular Clinics 
(CVC) and is committed to providing comprehensive quaternary 
cardiac care. Brendan has special interests in interventional 
cardiology, and all aspects of clinical cardiology, particularly 
chest pain assessment, primary and secondary prevention, 
valvular heart disease, peri-operative management of cardiac 
patients and balloon angioplasty for chronic thrombo-embolic 
disease.

Brendan commenced at The Prince Charles Hospital as Staff 
interventional cardiologist. Brendan was the Director of the 
Coronary Care Unit, as well as the Chest Pain Assessment Service 
from 2013-2017.

Brendan remains active in medical research and has presented 
and performed live interventional cases for local and international 
conferences, as well as published numerous articles in the field 
of interventional cardiology.
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Dr Jeremy Wright
Dr Jeremy Wright is a Clinical Cardiologist and Echocardiologist 
located at the Greenslopes Private Hospital and Hearts 1st. 
He practices clinical cardiology, cardiac catheterisation, and all 
aspects of echocardiography.

Aside from consulting at the Greenslopes Private Hospital and 
Hearts 1st, Dr Wright also performs CT coronary angiography 
and cardiac MRI with Queensland X-Ray. He is passionate about 
providing the highest quality clinical care for his patients.

Dr Samuel Kim
After completing the Royal Australasian College of Physician 
(RACP) Fellowship in 2003, Sam has accumulated extensive 
postgraduate training and experience in Interventional 
Pulmonology and General Respiratory and Sleep Medicine. 
Since August 2005, he practises as a Visiting Specialist Physician 
from St. Andrew’s War Memorial Hospital, a dedicated 250-bed 
hospital that serves as a major private hospital referral centre for 
the metropolitan Brisbane, Central Queensland, South Pacific, 
the Northern Territory and the Northern NSW.

Dr Yohan Chacko
Dr Yohan Chacko is a Clinical and Interventional Cardiologist. He 
has an interest in all aspects of clinical cardiology, including chest 
pain assessment, coronary artery & valvular heart disease and 
peri-operative management of cardiac patients. He performs 
diagnostic coronary angiography, coronary intervention 
(stenting) and transcatheter aortic valve implantation (TAVI).

While completing his fellowship at Stanford University, he 
undertook research in minimally invasive aortic valve therapies 
and advanced coronary physiology including fractional flow 
reserve, microvascular dysfunction and myocardial bridge 
assessment.

He is available in private practice at St Andrew’s Ipswich Private 
Hospital and St Andrew’s War Memorial Hospital, Spring Hill, 
and CardioVascular Clinics (CVC).
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Dr Claire Muller
Dr Claire Muller is a Neurologist and Stroke Specialist seeking 
to improve stroke services across the state of Queensland and 
Australia, from her base at the Royal Brisbane and Women’s 
Hospital (RBWH).

She is a member of the Stroke Foundation Clinical Council as 
a representative of the Stroke Society of Australasia (SSA) and 
have been elected to the SSA committee twice over the last 
2 years. She has multiple teaching roles through her work at 
the RBWH and her affiliation with the University of Queensland. 
She enjoys providing education in stroke medicine to people 
of all backgrounds to increase the broader awareness of stroke 
as a medical emergency for which there are now significant 
improvements in acute therapy and secondary prevention.

Dr Ben Jansen
Director of Cannabis Doctors Australia

Ben is a Founding Director of Cannabis Doctors Australia and 
one of Australia’s leading prescribers of Medicinal Cannabis. Ben 
loves educating on the appropriate use of both Cannabidiol and 
Tetrahydrocannabinol, and has a interest in novel Cannabinoid 
therapies.

Dr Mugurel Nicolae
Dr Nicolae completed an undergraduate medical degree in 
Bucharest, Romania in 1990. He completed his Cardiology training 
in 2006, working at a number of hospitals in South Africa and 
Brisbane.

Dr Nicolae has been a staff specialist at The Prince Charles Hospital 
in Brisbane since his return from overseas in 2008. He commenced 
Private Practice at Holy Spirit Northside Hospital in 2009. In 2016, 
he joined the Cardiology Department at the Mater Adults Hospital 
in Brisbane on a part time basis. Dr Nicolae has been a Fellow 
of the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada since 
2015 with Certification in Cardiology obtained in 2017.

Dr Nicolae practices equally in Adult Congenital Heart Disease and 
General cardiology, with a particular interest in Echocardiography, 
Pulmonary Hypertension and Obstetric Cardiology. He was the 
Cardiology Program Education Co-ordinator until recently at The 
Prince Charles Hospital and is a Senior Lecturer at the University of 
Queensland, School of Medicine.
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Dr Paul Klaassen
Paul is an Interventional Cardiologist located in the Gold 
Coast and is the founder of Cardiac Care Associates and 
his clinical  interests include structural cardiac intervention, 
valvuloplasty, percutaneous valve implantation and complex 
coronary intervention.

His cardiac training was completed at The Royal Brisbane 
Hospital and at The Prince Charles Hospital, Brisbane. He 
undertook a fellowship in Interventional Cardiology at The 
University Of Minnesota (USA), followed by a further fellowship 
in interventional procedures for structural heart disease.

Upon returning to Australia, he became the first Interventional 
Cardiologist on the Gold Coast to perform Mitral Valvuplasty and 
the first to perform ASD And PFO closures under Intracardiac 
Echo guidance.

Dr Rajan Prashar
Dr Rajan Prashar is a unique dual specialist in Cardiology and 
Nuclear Medicine.

He has a special interest in cardiac imaging, including 
echocardiography, stress imaging (exercise stress 
echocardiogram, myocardial perfusion scan) and diagnostic 
coronary angiograms. These angiograms are performed at the 
Greenslopes Private and St Andrews Ipswich Hospitals.

He consults privately at Greenslopes, Ipswich, Logan and Browns 
Plains. He is also a Visiting Medical Officer at the Sunnybank 
Private Hospital, Wesley Hospital and St Andrews Ipswich 
Hospital.
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MEDD.COM.AU/MEDD-LIVE
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